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As people work to address problems, they educate themselves about the issues and continually set and reset goals.

As you attempt to solve a problem, you’ll need to stay informed about it.  Use your knowledge to set goals and plan.  And be prepared to change your course of action along the way.

Assignment: Gather information about your issue and set some goals. You might use this worksheet more than once if your goals and strategies change.
1.
Problem, issue, or policy you are working on (be specific):

a) _____________________________________

b) Where is this problem best addressed?  (Circle one.)

Local Level – School Board, City Council, WNHS Administration…

State Level – State Representative, State Senator, Governor, etc.

Federal (national) Level – US Representative, US Senator, President, etc.
2. What is your goal?  What would you like to see happen with this?  What changes need to be made to benefit as many people as possible?
GOAL _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The policy implication we are seeking is ___________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We will have succeeded in our goal when ___________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

3.
What do you need to know before you take your next steps?  (Think about:  background/history, cause/effect, effects of problem on society, who might support/oppose your position on this issue, etc.)  List questions you need to have answered and places/people/resources you will use to find answers.

a) How big a problem is this?  How is it affecting people?  Research or survey others to have concrete examples and/or statistics….
List what you have to find out…..

b) Is there a current policy?  If not, why not? If so, what is it and what is wrong with the current policy?
List how you will find this out…..

c) Who will support you on this issue?  Why?  These people will be your advocates, cosigners, or campaigners….  
List how you will find this out…..

d) Who will oppose you on this issue?  Why?

List how you will find this out…..
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Civic Action:  Thinking it Through





You will take civic actions to move toward this goal.


An important civic action to start with is to educate yourself about the problem.





Contributed by CAP teacher Hayley Lotspeich, Wheaton North HS, Wheaton, Illinois.
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