The Civic Action Project: Proposal

Effective citizens are able to solve problems and they understand the role that policy plays
in doing so. During this course, you are going to address a problem or an issue by faking

civic actions. As you try to make an impact, you'll explore relationships between the issue,
your actions, and paolicy.

Another thing effective citizens are good at is convincing cthers that their concerns, ideas,
and views are important.

Assignment: Convince your teacher that the problem, issue, or policy you want to try to
impact is important.
1. What problem, issue, or policy do you propose to work on?

Speed bumps on Astor st. because of street racing.

2. Describe the problem and its effects on people:

Many people complain of street racing, people at night can't sleep and damaging property.

3. How is the problem or issue related to policy? As you take civic actions, you'll need to deal
with public policy in some way.

Cars will start abeying the laws, help neighborhood cars slow down and kids will be safe when playing
on the road.

4, Why do you want to work on this? Why do you think it is important?

People complain and people can't sleep at night. 1 think this is important because it can be safe for
the neighborhood and keep the children safe.

5. What are the first few things you would do?

Make a petition to collect signatures to get support and talk to the city councils.
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Civic Action: Thinking it Through

As peonle work to address problems, they educate themselves about the issues and
continually set and reset goals.

As you attempt to soive a problem, you'll need to stay informed about it. Use your
knowledge to set goals and plan. And be prepared to change your course of action along

the way.

Assignment: Gather information about your issue and set some goals. You might
use this worksheet more than once if your goals and strategies change.

1. Problem, issue, or policy you are working on;
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You will take civic actions to move toward this goal.
An important civic action to start with is fo educate yourself about the problem.

3. What do you need to know before you take your next steps? (Think about:
background/history, cause/feffect, effects of problem on society, who might
support/oppose your position on this issue, etc.) List questions you need to have
answered and places/people/resources you will use to find answers.
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Figure out how you will organize and store the information you collect.
(Maybe a file folder, log, porifolio, electronic storage, etc. }

5.

What is your next civic action? Be specific. For example, "call to find out ,
search the web to find . Be sure to explain the purpose of this action.

¢ ; .
foas | e W™ L LW SR boA L Y N P
g TR e ket h § 170 =R . ¢ £ “ i‘-@"\@; N {Aan LA

o Loy
Eloian

=L i IR K

When

© 2005 Constitutional Rights Foundation




Civic Action |

As people work to address problems, they usually have to take a series of civic
actions. Rarely does just one action do the trick. Effective citizens start with simple
actions and keep trying different things.

Assignment: You will use this worksheet over and over again to report on
your last civic action and plan your next.

1. Problem, issue, or policy you are working on:
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2. What was your last civic action? Describe the outcome(s) and any relationships to
policy:
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3. What knowledge, skilis, or attituaes of effective citizenship did you use or did you gain

through doing this civic action? In other words, what did this have to do with what you

are supposed to be learning in this class?
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Attach evidence of your civic action. (Photos, agenda copy of meeang noz‘es
e-mails, URLs of web sites, efc.)

4, What is your next civic action? Be specific. For example, “meet with , write to

, attend " What is the purpose of this action?
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When do you expect to compiete this civic action? _/{ ¢ 7]

© 2009 Constitutional Rights Foundation

P
i

T e f‘,,aw;;i*;ﬁ; i

e id ks

b3

ot

b
J;uw‘

By
"L-'

4

o



Civic Action #~

As people work to address problems, they usually have to take a series of civic
actions. Rarely does just one action do the trick. Effective citizens start with simple
actions and keep trying different things.

Assignment: You will use this worksheet over and over again to report on
your last civic action and plan your next.

1. Problem, issue, or policy you are working om:
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3. What knowledge, skills, or attitudes,of effective citizenship did you use or did you gain

through doing this civic action? In other words, what did this have to do wnth what you
are cwpoced to be learning in this class?
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Attach evidence of your civic action. (Photos, agends, copy of meeting notes,
e-mails, URLs of web sites, efc.,)

4. What is your next civic action? Be specific. For example, "meet with-*;isiua, write to
, attend S What is the purpose of this action? ?
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,  Civic Action

As people work to address problems, they usuaily have to take a series of civic
actions. Rarely does just one action do the trick. Effective citizens start with simple
actions and keep trying different things.

Assignment: You will use this worksheet over and over again to report on
your last civic action and plan your next.

1. Problem, issue, or policy you are working on:
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2. What was your last civic action? Describe the outcome(s) and any relationships to
policy: _
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3. What knowledge, skills, or attitudes of effective citizenship did you use ar did you gain
through doing this civic action? In other words, what did this have to do with what you
are supposed to be learning in this class?
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Attach evidence of your civic action. (Photos, agenda, copy of meeling noles,
e-mafls, URLs of web sites, elc.)

4, What is your next civic action? Be specific. For example, “"meet with , write to
, attend __." What is the purpose of this action?
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When do you expect to complete this civic action?
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z Civic Action 7

As people work to address problems, they usually have to take a series of civic
actions. Rarely dces just one action do the trick. Effective citizens start with simple
actions and keep trying different things.

Assignment: You will use this worksheet over and over again to report on
your fast civic action and plan your next.

1 Problem, issue, or policy you are working on:
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2. What was your last civic action? Describe the outcome(s) and any relationships to
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3. What knowledge, skills, or attitudes of effective citizenship did you use or did you gain
through doing this civic action? In other words, what did this have to do with what you
are supposed to be learning in this class?
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Attach evidence of your civic action. (Fhotos, agenda, copy of meeting notes,
e-mails, URLs of web sites, ett.)

4. What is your next civic action? Be specific. For example, "meet with , Write to
, attend 2 What is the purpose of this action?
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Civic Action: Report

Effective citizens work toward solving problems and addressing issues. As individuals,
they may or may not achieve their long-term goals. However, their efforts often pay
off by making others aware of the situation, by building constituencies who will move the cause
further, or by inspiring others to be more engaged.

You have worked to address a probiem or issue and have examined the role that policy
plays in this.

Assignment: Report on what you learned through The Civic Action Project and on the impact of
your efforts.

1. What problem, issue, or policy did you work on and what did you learn about it?
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2. How did you try to impact this problem/issue/policy? (Summarize your civic actions and
include policy implications.)

3. What impact did you make? Remember, this could include many things like impacting
public policy or raising others” awareness.
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4,

What recommendations would you make to the next person who chose to work on this
issue?

Make a list of the knowledge, skills, and attitudes you developed through the CAP
experience.
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Attach additional evidence of your CAP experiences. (Photos, e-mails, notes, etc.)
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