March 9, 2012

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Barack Obama:

I am a U.S resident, not a citizen yet. I'll be submitting the N.400 later on and | feel lucky | can attend college. I'm not
asking you to approve the Dream Act. | understand it’s not all in your power and you have done a lot by taking
H.R.1842 up to Congress. | did some research on the recent case of Daniela Palaez. She is first in her graduation class
and also fights deportation. Daniela, with the help of her lawyer and Congressman David Rivera, created the Star Bill.
This bill is similar to the Dream Act, only it has been adjusted for the specifications of the Republicans. That way there
is a better chance for the bill to be approved. In an interview given to a Hispanic TV Newscast Daniela said, “Both
parties, Republican and Democratic want to help immigrants in this country, only in deferent ways."
(www.Univision.com/alp unto). In my opinion both parties have the same idea, only different ways to approach it.
That’s when parties have to work together, maybe adjusting a bill or just creating a new one.

| believe that everyone deserves to have an education. By attending college, a person’s chance for a better job
increases and that way becoming somebody in society. Dreams come closer with proper education. Like you
mentioned in the year end press conference,” That can’t be who we are, to have kids. Our kids, classmates of our
children, who are suddenly under this shadow of fear. Through no faults of their own. They did not break a law, they
were kids..” This is very important. When a baby is taken to a new place, a new country, the baby will then grow and
adapt to that place and call it a home. When they want to follow the next step to go to college, they realize they are
not like the rest. In the place they call home, they are different.

| attend Maine West High School in Des Plaines, Illinois. My family arrived to the U.S 11 years ago., | was only seven
years old. Immigrants come for a better life, we come for the land of opportunity. That’s the nickname for the U.S in
other countries. | have a lot of friends: Hispanic, White, African-American, European, Asian and from the Middle

East. I've known a lot of them since | was 7. When | did not know English, they were there. Now, in high school,
everything changes. Some will go to work, some will go to college. The ones that will go to college will be because they
can, the ones that work because they will have to. | feel upset, how those personal friends will not be able to use their
special skills to continue their education. I'm asking you , the President of the United States, as you said in the year
end press conference,” My Hope and expectation, first of all. Everybody understands | am determined and this
administration is determined to get immigration reform done. It is the right thing to do.”

| am writing this letter, and sharing some personal stuff for you to reconsider adjusting the Dream Act, or creating
another bill similar like the Star Bill, and keep trying. Millions ,not only in America, believe that the Dream Act is
possible. The world believes in the United States, the land of opportunity.

Please consider my ideas. | look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Gustavo



Arne Duncan

Secretary of Education

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Mr. Duncan:

As a student, | am asking you and others to reconsider the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act
otherwise known as the DREAM Act.

As you know, it was introduced early in 2001 and a new version of it was introduced on May 11, 2011. But as
election time is approaching, Mitt Romney, who I believe is in the lead now for the republican nomination, has
stated that if the DREAM Act were to come upon his desk, he would pass it on. As a result | look to you and others
for support.

The Dream Act, | believe, will bring a lot of success to this nation and also hope to those undocumented immigrants
who want to receive proper education and to serve in the military in this country. It will help save money in areas
such as public health and benefits, as well as increase tax revenues resulting from higher incomes. It will reduce the
dropout rate. With this law, students would be eligible to hold positions such as a teacher, a nurse, and a service
employer, which are some positions that are in demand. It will help universities by increasing School revenues, as
these new students will pay school tuitions just like regular students do. Lastly, it will help keep those many gifted
and talented individuals in this country (www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/dreamact). So many wonderful and
creative ideas would be possible if this act were to pass. One of these individuals could be the next great artist,
writer, or engineer of our time.

It just hurts me that there are so many kids out there who want to make a difference, but their hopes are cut short
because they are undocumented. | know that they may have entered illegally and that everyone is worried for the
country’s safety but you and | can agree that the majority of undocumented citizens don’t mean any harm. All they
want is to make a better life for themselves and their families. As we all know, America has many needs that are
abundant such as a wide range of education, better healthcare, medicine, and a variety of jobs.

All I’'m asking is for you to spread the word about the DREAM Act. Tell your fellow secretaries and even President
Obama about it and even convince those who are opposed to this Act. You and | would agree that this would solve a
lot of financial and economic issues since you stated that it will allow “these young people to live up to their fullest
potential and contribute to the economic growth to our country” (www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/12/01/get-facts-
dream-act).

| apologize if | sounded a bit desperate in my letter, but | know that you’re for the DREAM act and | hope you can
spread the message to others so we can see this type of great change take place. | hope to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Michelle
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